Report on RISIS Summer School
Title of the course
RISIS Geo Summer School / Geocoding and clustering of large ST&I corpuses
Venue
LISIS-IFRIS-Université Paris-Est Marne-la-Vallée, ESIEE Paris
Date
From 4th to 8th July 2016
Organizers
Lionel Villard, Philippe Larédo, Patricia Laurens, Antoine Schoen
With presentations and practical sessions:
- EUPRO, database on EU Framework Programmes Michael Barber, Barbara Heller-Schuh,
Marlies Züger and Thomas Scherngell (Austrian Institute of Technology)
- The Metropolis Concepts and Definitions (with Special Emphasis on the OECD’s FUA) Emil
Israël, and Daphne Getz (Samuel Neaman Institute, Technion, Israel Institute of Technology)
- Using Linked Open Data for Delineation of Functional Urban Areas Ali Khalili, and Peter van
den Besselaar (Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam)
Objectives
From 4th to 8th July 2016 in Paris, UPEM hosted a RISIS summer school dedicated to geographical
treatments of S&T datasets. The leaflet presenting the course can be found on the RISIS website
(http://risis.eu/event/geography-training/).
We have observed that most S&T datasets have limited geographical data while we more and
more discuss these aspects with open debates about the world becoming ‘flatter’ or on the
contrary witnessing strong agglomeration phenomena. Using addresses enables to build
geographical variables and study other effects such as the role of proximities, the existence and
identification of clusters, and how locations are embedded in multiscale geographical networks.
One important aspect is to develop visualisations that help grasping more easily complex
analyses and discuss the relevance of established boundaries and classifications of spaces (such
as OECD Functional Urban Areas).
As these processes require both a theoretical background and strong technical steps, we have
designed this summer school both as a moment of synthesis of the different approaches & tools,
while offering practical sessions addressing the participants’ datasets, with the objective to go
through the different steps, from enrichments to mapping. Thus the five days of the summer
school were based on examples, research outputs and methods or services, mobilized or
developed by RISIS project, and scientific presentations on how to geocode toponyms and to
build geographical clusters (UPEMLV), on Functional Urban Areas (SNI), and on how to link FUA
with open data (VU, SMS).

Main results
Participants, for those who had their own dataset, were able to geocode, cluster their
addresses, and draw first geographical maps.
Participants had theoretical overviews on each steps (geocode, geographical clusters,
metropolitan areas, geographical maps)
Assessment of the Summer School
 Main strengths
The summer school was well organized, it provides rich materials, and a deep
understanding of the conceptual framework mobilized.
The presentation of the SMS services was a great added value.
The theoretical overview of what is an urban area was a great added value.
 Main limitations
The software and scripts provided had some compatibility issues on Mac OSX operating
system.
 Room for improvement
Build more step by step tutorials for the geocoded and clustering steps.
Be more than one person to manage the participants, with one or more teacher
assistant.
 Further suggestions
More social activities, e.g. a summer school diner in Paris (and not only in Noisy Champs)

List of participants: see ANNEX 1
Programme: see ANNEX 2
Assessment: see ANNEX 3
Materials: available at http://risis.eu/event/geography-training/
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ANNEX 2
PROGRAMME

ANNEX 3
ASSESSMENT

Actual research interest
Potential research
interest
Professional interest
Exploration/curiosity

RATINGS
Were the course objectives clearly defined?
Were the contents of the course consistent with
the course description?
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Has this course stimulated your interest?
Was the course well organized?
Was the course well structured?
Have teaching materials facilitated learning?
OVERALL SATISFACTION (scale 1-10)

8,2

BEST FEATURES

ASPECTS TO IMPROVE

Presentations + SMS web services
Vast and interesting material
All material in Dropbox
Well organized and presentations
Interesting interdisciplinary presentations

More step by step tutorials
Complex implementation of the clustering
More social activities
Compatibility issues and bugs
One more assistant teacher needed

